Summary of Srimad-Bhagav atam from the Narada Purana

Translation by Jan Mares; from Sri Brhan-naradiva Purana, Pirva-bhaga (‘“fore part”), Brhad-updakhyana (“the larger episode™), Part 4, Chapter 96.

(1)
brahmovdca
marice srnu vaksyami
vedavydasena yat krtam
srimad-bhagavatam nama
puranam brahma-sammitam

Brahma said: Listen, O Marici [a son of Brahma]. I will
tell you about the Purana named Srimad-Bhagavatam,
devoted to the subject of Brahman [with focus on ST
Krsna] and rendered by Vedavyasa.

(2)
tad astadasa-sahasram
kirtitam papa-nasanam
sura-pdadapa-riapo 'yam
skandhair dvadasabhir yutah

Its eighteen thousand glorious verses in twelve cantos
have the form of a wish-fulfilling tree and destroy sins.

3)

bhagavan eva viprendra
visva-ripi samiritah

tatra tu prathama-skandhe
suta rsinam samagame

O best of brahmanas, in the First Canto, in the meeting

of Suta with the sages, the universal form of Bhagavan
is described.
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(4)
vyasasya caritam punyam
pandavanam tathaiva ca
pariksitam upakhyanam
itidam samudahrtam

The virtuous [i.e., bestowing punya, or pious merit]
stories of Vyasa, the Pandavas, and Pariksit are narrated
there [in the meeting] in detail.

Painting by Dirgha Devi Dast

(%)
pariksic-chuka-samvade
srsti-dvaya-niripanam
brahma-narada-samvade
devata-caritamrtam

The conversation between Pariksit and Sukadeva [in the
Second Canto] describes two types of creation, and the
conversation between Brahma and Narada describes the
nectar of the Lord’s activities.

(6)
purana-laksanam caiva
srsti-karana-sambhavah
dvitiyo 'yam samuditah
skandho vyasena dhimata

The Second Canto of very intelligent Vyasa also describes
the characteristics of the Puranas and the process of
creation.

(7)
caritam vidurasyatha
maitreyendsya samgamah
srsti-prakaranam pascad
brahmanah paramatmanah

[The Third Canto tells of] the meeting between Vidura
and Maitreya. It has a section on creation and ends with
descriptions of Brahman and Paramatma.
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(11-12)
naraka-sthitir ityesa
samsthane paiicamo matah
ajamilasya caritar
daksa-systi-niriapanam

vrtrakhyanam tatah pascan
marutam janma punyadam

sastho ’yam uditah skandho
vyasena pari-posane

The Fifth Canto also describes the stay in hell. The story
of Ajamila, the progeny of Daksa, the story of Vrtra,
and, at its end, the virtuous birth of the Maruts are spo-
(8-9) ken about by Vyasa in the Sixth Canto, which concerns
the Lord’s comprehensive mercy.

kapilam samkhyam apy atra
trtiyo 'yam udahrtah

satyas caritam adau tu
dhruvasya caritam tatah

prthoh punya-samakhyanarm
tatah pracinabarhisam
ity esa turyo gadito
visarge skandha uttamah

The Third Canto also describes the [original] Sankhya of
Kapila. Beginning with the story of Satt and the virtuous
story of Dhruva, the supreme Fourth Canto narrates the
virtuous stories of Prthu and Pracinabarhisat, and of the
visarga [the secondary creation, by Brahma and others].

(13)
prahlada-caritam punyam
varnasrama-nirapanam
saptamo gadito vatsa
vasand-karma-kirtane

The virtuous story of Prahlada and a description of varn-
asrama based on material desires are narrated in the Sev-
enth Canto, O dear child, which concerns the description
: of materially motivated activities.
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(10)
priyavratasya caritam
tad vamsyanam ca punya-dam
brahmandantargatanam ca
lokanam varnanam tatah

[The Fifth Canto narrates] the virtuous story of Priya-
vrata and his dynasty, as well as the description of the
universe with its lokas [worlds].
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(14)

gajendra-moksanakhyanam
manvantara-niripane

samudra-mathanam caiva
bali-vaibhava-bandhanam

[The Eighth Canto] describes Gajendra’s liberation, the
manvantaras [periods ruled by the Manus], the churning
of the ocean, and the bondage of the opulent Bali.

(15)
matsyavatara-caritam
astamo ’yam prakirtitah
surya-vamsa-samakhyanam
soma-vamsa-niripanam

The Eighth Canto provides the story of Matsya as well
as the story of the Strya-varhs$a [the dynasty of the sun-
god] and gives the description of the Soma-vamsa [the
dynasty of the moon-god].

(16-17)

vamsyanucarite prokto
navamo 'yam mahamate

krsnasya bala-caritam
kaumaram ca vraja-sthitih

kaisoram mathurd-sthanam
yauvanam dvaraka-sthitih

bhii-bhara-haranam catra
nirodhe dasamah smrtah

The Ninth Canto, concerning a description of dynasties,
speaks of various vamisas and their characteristics, O
great sage. The story of Krsna’s childhood, His life in
Vraja as a young boy, His life in Mathura as an older
boy, His life in Dvaraka in His youth, and His removal
of the earth’s burden are remembered in the Tenth Canto
in regard to the topic of annihilation.

(18-21)

naradena tu samvado
vasudevasya kirtitah

yados ca dattatreyena
Sri-krsnoddhavasya ca

yadavanar mithontas ca
muktav ekadasah smrtah

bhavisya-kali-nirddeso
mokso rajiiah pariksitah

veda-Sakha-pranayanam
markandeya-tapah kriya
sauri vibhitir udita
satvati ca tatah param

purana-samkhya-kathanam
asraye dvadaso hy ayam

ity evam kathitam vatsa
Srimad bhdgavatam tava

The talks between Narada and Vasudeva, between Yadu
and Dattatreya [as an avadhiita brahmana], and between
Sr1 Krsna and Uddhava, as well as the mutual end and
liberation of the Yadus, are remembered in the Eleventh
Canto. The future of Kali-yuga, the liberation of King
Pariksit, the expansion of Vedic branches, the austerities
of Markandeya, and the transcendent supreme glory of
Lord Krsna are described along with the enumeration of
the Puranas in the Twelfth Canto. Thus I have narrated
to you, O dear child, the S'rz’mad—Bhdgavatam, which
concerns the ultimate shelter.




(22)

vaktuh srotus copadestur

anumoditur eva ca
sahaya-kartur gaditam

bhakti-bhukti-vimukti-dam

One who speaks, hears, teaches, appreciates, and follows
this summary narration will get devotion to the Lord,
enjoyment in this world, and liberation.

(23-24)

prausthapadyam purnimayam
hema-simha-samanvitam

deyarm bhagavatayedam
dvijaya priti-pirvakam

sampijya vastra hemadyair
bhagavad bhaktim icchata

yo 'py anukramanim etam
sravayec chrnuyat tatha

sa purana Sravana jam
prapnoti phalam uttamam

If on the full-moon day of the month of Bhadra one
places Srimad-Bhagavatam on a golden throne, gives it
as a gift to a brahmana with loving affection, worships
him, and offers him clothes, gold, and other gifts, one
will get the desired devotion to the Lord. Even by recit-

ing or listening to this enumeration, one will achieve the
supreme fruit of listening to that Purana.

iti $ri brhan naradiya purane pirva bhage brhad
upakhyane caturtha pade

srimad bhagavatanukramant niripanam nama

sannavatitamo ‘dhyayah

This is ST Brhan-naradiya Purana, Purva-bhaga, Brhad-

upakhyana, fourth part, named “The Description of
Srimad-Bhagavatam,” chapter 96. &3

Bhakta Jan Mares, born in Prague, Czech Republic, has

been practicing Krsna consciousness since 1993. He is a
translator and editor for the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust.

DO WE HAVE FREE WILL?
(continued from page 19)

the person who does not even
know about the punishment? All
people follow their sinful desires,
even though those desires cause
destruction of the very goals they
pursue — artha, dharma, kama,
and moksa. For a person devoid of
association of saintly persons, even
if he has knowledge of scripture,
what can punishment accomplish?
He will not be able to destroy

the strong influence of those bad
desires.

The next verse is an injunction:

indriyasyendriyasyarthe
raga-dvesau vyavasthitau
tayor na vasam agacchet
tau hy asya paripanthinau

“Attachment and repulsion are firmly
fixed in each of the sense objects.
Therefore one should not come under
control of attachment and repulsion.

They are the two obstacles.” Bala-
deva Vidyabhiisana comments:

If the actions of men were under
the control of their sinful natures,
then the positive and negative
injunctions of scripture would be
useless. . . . The scriptures, which
direct one to associate with the
saintly persons, will turn one away
from, and make one detest, what
is forbidden, even though it is
pleasurable to the mind, by mak-
ing one understand the undesirable
consequences of the forbidden act.
And they will also make one have
attraction for and engage in acts
prescribed by scripture by making
one understand their favorable
results, even though these may be
unpleasant for the mind. Thus the
positive and negative injunctions
of scripture are not useless.

If the jiva had no capacity to under-
stand the consequences of harmful
and beneficial actions, and to direct
its intelligence accordingly, there
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would be no need for the knowledge
of the Gita and the Bhagavatam. Thus,
the jiva has the capacity to choose
(inside-out), but it is limited by the
information it receives (outside-in) to
make that choice. When it receives
the knowledge of bhakti it is pre-
sented, then the jiva learns about its
identity as separate from the mind,
intelligence, and body. It now has the
option to choose between material
activities and bhakti s activities. The
jiva of course does not become free
from the body, but the mind, intelli-
gence, and body now become vehi-
cles in the jiva 5 acquiescing to
bhakti’s instructions. Now begins
the struggle. The jiva has to make a
daily choice to either serve Krsna —
i.e., to perform bhakti — or to serve
Krsna’s material energy, maya.

By steadily progressing on this
path, the jiva becomes transcenden-
tal to the gunas — that is, free from
the agitation caused by the material
body, mind, and intelligence. Then the

Jjiva is free from outside-in control;
this is called the stage of liberation.
In this stage the jiva is completely
indifferent to (i.e., not controlled
by) material happiness, distress, crit-
icism, praise, friend, foe, activity,
confusion, and illumination.

The easiest way to become free
from the tyranny of the body that sup-
presses the jiva s capacity for inside-
out control is to perform bhakti, as
Krsna explains in the Gita (14.26):

mam ca yo 'vyabhicarena
bhakti-yogena sevate

sa gunan samatityaitan
brahma-bhityaya kalpate

“One who engages in full devotional
service, unfailing in all circumstances,
at once transcends the modes of ma-
terial nature and thus comes to the
level of Brahman.” Performing bhakti
not only frees one from the control
of the gunas but also makes one a
surrendered associate of Krsna. In
this state the devotee is now con-
trolled by prema, or love for Krsna.
The devotee still has the capacity to
choose, but the choices available in
the spiritual world are in the context
of how to make Krsna happy. Thus
the jiva is dependent in its capacity
to choose, whether in the material
world or the spiritual world. In fact,
in all of existence the only indepen-
dent person with complete free will
to do as He likes is Krsna Himself. &3
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CALENDAR

This calendar is calculated for
Mayapur, West Bengal, India.
The dates, derived from a lunar
calendar, may vary by one day
for other locations. For the exact
dates for your area, go to www.
vaisnavacalendar.com.

Because the Hare Krsna move-
ment comes in disciplic line from
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the cal-
endar includes not only dates rel-
evant to all followers of the Vedic
tradition but also dates relating
to Lord Caitanya s associates
and prominent spiritual masters
in His disciplic succession.

Month of Kesava
(November 5 — December 3)

NOVEMBER

14 — Utpanna Ekadast
Fasting from grains and beans.

30 — Moksada Ekadast
Fasting from grains and beans.
The anniversary of the day on
which Lord Krsna spoke the
Bhagavad-gita.

Month of Narayana
(December 4 — January 2)

DECEMBER

7 — Disappearance anni-
versary of Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura, the spiritual mas-
ter of Srila A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupada.

(6) Dawkins, R. (2006), The God
Delusion (Bantam Press, London).
(7) Wegner, Daniel M. and Wheat-
ley, Thalia (1999), “Apparent mental
causation: Sources of the experience
of will.” American Psychologist,
Vol. 54(7): 480-492.

(8) Bear, Adam and Bloom, Paul

13 — Saphala Ekadast
Fasting from grains and beans.

19 — Appearance anniversary
of Srila Locana Dasa Thakura,
a great devotee of Krsna
known for his Bengali
devotional songs.

21 — Disappearance anniver-
sary of Srila Jiva Gosvami,
one of the Six Gosvamis of
Vrndavana.

29 — Putrada Ekadast
Fasting from grains and beans.

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvatt Thakura

(2016), “A simple task uncovers a
postdictive illusion of choice.”
Psychological Science, 27(6).

Hari Pardyana Dasa is a disciple of
His Holiness Radha Govinda Maha-
raja. He lives in Alachua, Florida,
with his family.
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